
20th Birthday Edition
Annual Report 2013
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF TREE PL ANTING

Over the past 20 years we have planted 500,000 trees with the help of over 65,000 volunteers



Front Cover:  In celebration of our 20th birthday, we worked with international artist, Konstantin Dimopoulos to create 
The Blue Trees environmental art installation as part of the annual City of London Festival and in partnership with the 
City of London Corporation. See feature on the back cover.
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Trees for Cities is an independent charity, which inspires people to 
plant and love trees worldwide. Set up as Trees for London in 1993, 
Trees for Cities’ aim is to create social cohesion and beautify our cities 
through tree planting, community-led design, education and training 
initiatives in urban areas that need it most.

We manage projects across the UK as well as internationally in cities 
such as Addis Ababa, Nairobi and Ica. Our work supports urban tree 
planting initiatives particularly in deprived areas of cities. 

Community-led design is an integral part of our landscaping projects. 
Involving local residents, schools and community groups helps ensure 
the sustainability of green spaces. 
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Chief Executive’s Overview
  Welcome to the 20th birthday edition 

of our Annual Report for 2013.   

We’ve had a great year and a fantastic 20 years. I would like to thank everyone who 
made them so successful.
The year started and ended with what we do best – planting lots and lots of urban trees. With the help of our 
fantastic volunteers, we planted a record 100,000 trees in 2013. We kickstarted the year by planting 20,000 
trees in Ray Park in Redbridge and finished by planting 10,000 trees in Northolt in Ealing, with a further 
70,000 planted across 28 cities in the UK and overseas – bringing our total over the 20 years to 500,000!

In the summer we took part in the City of London Festival by colouring trees blue at Festival Gardens by St 
Paul’s Cathedral, encouraging passers-by to stop and notice our wonderful tree heritage.

Looking forward, we will continue our tree planting in cities across the UK and internationally, working in 
areas that are most devoid of trees. We will concentrate on three main work streams: 

1 Neighbourhood trees: ensuring our most desolate streets and barren estates are turned into well-used 
community spaces.

2 Edible Playgrounds: helping children learn about where food comes from, to have access to outdoor 
learning and understand what it means to eat healthily.

3 Urban woodlands: creating a new generation of urban woodlands and significantly increasing canopy cover 
in our cities by planting 1 million trees by 2020. 

2013 was a financially challenging year for us like many in the sector, and I would like to thank all our partners 
and supporters. I would also like to say a huge thank you to those who have supported us over a number of 
years, and helped us grow from Trees for London to Trees for Cities. And, a final massive thank you to all our 
volunteers, patrons, trustees and our dedicated staff team.

Sharon Johnson, Chief Executive, Trees for Cities

Prince Consort Lodge, 
Kennington Park, 
Kennington Park Place, 
London SE11 4AS

Tel: 020 7587 1320 
Fax: 020 7793 9042 
info@treesforcities.org 
www.treesforcities.org Registered charity no: 1032154
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Really digging it: young girl resident from Bemerton Park Estate in 1998

500,000 trees
Celebrating 20 years of tree planting 
We started 20 years ago, with a mission to plant trees 
in some of the greyish parts of London, ensuring that 
it remains liveable for our growing urban population. 
Twenty years on we have planted 500,000 trees and 
now reach 28 cities in the UK and overseas.

Trees for Cities is not just about the numbers of trees 
planted, it is about people, whether they are the 
communities that we work with or the volunteers 
and trainees who help us to transform lives in our 
cities. Over the last 20 years 65,000 volunteers have 
supported our work. 

How it all began…
We were originally called Trees for London. Our first 
projects included planting street trees on Westminster 
Bridge Road and a large-scale community project with 
structural landscaping and tree planting on Bemerton 
Park Estate in Islington.

In 2003, we changed our name to Trees for Cities, and 
began delivering projects outside the London, working 
in partnership with organisations and groups across the 
UK and internationally, including the Red Rose Forest 
in Manchester and the Mayor of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
Both remain strong partners today.

This year, we’ve… 

1. Created 5 Edible Playgrou
nds in inner-city schoo

ls

2. Planted 1000 street trees

3. Improved green spaces on inn
er-city estates

4. Created 5 urban woodlands in parks & ope
n spaces

5. Trained 60 unemployed individuals

6. Engaged 65,000 Volunteers

7. Planted 100,000 trees

…and how we’ve grown
We have now increased our tree planting to a staggering 100,000 urban trees each year, in housing estates, parks, 
schools and streets – working closely with community groups and landowners across the UK and overseas.

We plant trees to grow food, create natural play areas and provide space to escape from the stress of urban living. 
Our activities are innovative, fun and sustainable.

Branching out
Some key organisations have supported our work for a number 
of years and helped us develop our work in London, and grow as 
Trees for Cities. 

Festival Republic supported our first plantings in Reading and 
Leeds. Seven years on, they have helped us plant over 65,000 
trees across the two cities, and also internationally in East 
Africa. With their continued support, this year we were able to 
plant a further 5,000 trees in Leeds and Reading.

Bloomberg has supported us for over eight years, helping us 
develop our overseas activity through our ‘Tree the World’ 
programme. In the last year alone, we have planted 50,000 
trees with their support, engaged 17,000 local people and 
established new programmes in four new cities across 
Africa and Asia.

We would also like to give special thanks to the Big Tree Plant, 
Local Food, the Forestry Commission and the Greater London 
Authority who have all helped us grow in various ways.  

Did you know…
Trees for Cities is the only charitable 
organisation that works globally with 
urban residents to improve their  
local spaces.

By 2050, 7 out of 10 people in the world 
will live in cities. We plant trees where 
people are.

Trees are being lost globally at a rate of 
5.2 million hectares per year – an area 
about the size of Costa Rica.

Adding 10% tree cover to city centres can 
cool them by 4ºC.

8
41,873
500,000

1993

2003

2013

Trees we’ve planted:

Cities we work in:

1
4
28

1993

2003

2013

  I always say it was a pub conversation that got out of hand. The cofounders – Jake, Jane, Bin and I – 
were depressed by the lack of green in grey areas. We were all partygoers so fundraising for tree planting by 
partying seemed logical – and it worked. It’s hard to believe it’s 20 years on, we’re global and have planted 
500,000 trees. I’m incredibly proud.
Julian Blake, trustee and co-founder

P
P

P
P

P
P

P

Places we work in overseas:  
Africa: Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda & Kenya, Asia: Nepal, S. America: Bolivia & Peru 

Future Cities we’re planning to work in: 
Johannesburg, Cape Town, New York, Singapore, Dubai, Mumbai

UK cities  
we work in:

Volunteers we’ve engaged:

20
5,857
Over 65,000 

1993

2003

2013
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Trees for Cities’ project to create a new pocket urban 
woodland at Northolt Recreation Ground in Ealing 
demonstrates how to plant large numbers of trees 
into urban areas.

We spoke to residents and members of the local 
community, who wanted to bring their recreation 
ground back to life. It was an ambitious project: to 
plant over 10,000 trees and create a mosaic of native 
groves and sunny, open glades.

The trees were planted with the help of our own 
volunteers together with volunteers from Team 
London, the Mayor’s volunteering programme.

Many thanks to Ealing Council, the Mayor of London 
and The Big Tree Plant for supporting this project.

Case Study: A new woodland for London

Better quality of life
With the help of our trainees and volunteers, in 2013 we planted a record 
100,000 trees. We focus on improving the places where the majority of 
people live and involving people throughout the process. This year, we 
delivered 35 projects across the UK including an Edible Playground at St 
Paul’s Whitechapel Primary school, five Forest Schools in Birmingham, a 
tree trail at Salford University and five urban woodlands.

Trees engage people with the natural environment and can be the 
‘adhesive’ that brings and holds communities together. Through tree 
planting and care programmes, people of all ages, backgrounds and beliefs 
come together to improve their environment – whether they’re volunteers, 
trainees or school children. 

For volunteers it can be a hugely rewarding experience; for our trainees it 
can be a route to employment; and for inner-city children, this can often be 
their first contact with nature and wildlife.

We know that trees change lives – we’ve seen this happen 
throughout our 20 years. We help urban communities to 
get together to plant trees across the UK, from Brighton to 
Bradford, Gateshead to Glasgow. 

We’ve had over 65,000 people volunteering and they’ve 
planted 500,000 trees. We’ve seen the positive difference 
this makes to their communities.

Our work centres on socially and environmentally deprived 
areas - where it’s most needed. We make it easy for people in 
these communities to get involved in a way that suits them.

A brighter future through learning
All our work is educational. We raise awareness and improve 
people’s understanding of urban trees. We also build 
skills and knowledge through our accredited work-based 
horticulture and arboriculture training programme.

We recruit people who are long-term unemployed and have faced personal hardship, including homelessness, 
substance abuse, mental illness and alcohol dependency. We provide vocational horticulture and arboriculture 
courses at our training centre in Ruskin Park, Lambeth.

People Power
From trainees to volunteers

  Gardening is great for mental health; I concentrate on physical work and forget my troubles.  
I‘m off the dole and have not looked back. I have new skills and improved confidence. I would love  
to train for a higher level and give back to the charity and my local community by volunteering.
Ned, trainee, 2013

Over 65,000 
volunteers have 
planted 500,000 
trees and we’ve 
seen the positive 

difference this  
makes to their  
communities

Levels of attainment  
are excellent:

67% of our trainees achieve 
a City & Guilds qualification, 

and 44% of these go on to 
secure employment in the 

green skills sector.

44%

67%
From left to right: 

Sharon Johnson, (Chief Executive of Trees for Cities), 
Steven Pound, (MP Ealing North), Dan Rogerson, 

(Environment Minister), Sir Harry Studholme (Forestry 
Commission Chair), Pauline Buchanan Black 

 (BTP Partnership Boards chair) and local resident.

   Planting trees is an experience I’ll never 
forget. It’s rewarding to know that these small   
trees will grow to create a beautiful urban woodland  
for the local community to enjoy for   
generations to come.
Laura Tuffrey, volunteer
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Trees for Cities  
Around the World 
Our international programme
Our international programme started in 2006, after the 
Mayor of Addis Ababa heard about our work. Inspired 
by our tree-planting efforts in London he invited us 
to Ethiopia to help establish a Community Fruit Tree 
Planting project in the capital.

The project gives impoverished people living in Addis 
better access to affordable fruit. In the first year we 
planted 100 fruit trees. Since then we have planted an 
incredible 36,425 trees across the city, all of which have 
been fruit trees or indigenous species. Over the next 
three years, with the Salter’s Charitable Foundation 
support, we plan to plant a further 25,000 trees.

Since 2006, we have worked in 11 cities in 10 countries 
including Nairobi (Kenya), Pokhara (Nepal) and  
La Paz (Bolivia). To date, and with the support from 
funders such Bloomberg, we have planted over  
156,000 trees overseas.

Over the next three years we aim to plant a further 
300,000 trees in urban areas overseas. We will focus 
much of our efforts in Sub-Saharan Africa, where the 
majority of global urban growth is expected to occur.

Working with local organisations and community 
groups, we will plant trees to tackle poverty, food 
shortages and pollution. Together we will help  
Africa’s cities grow into greener, cleaner places for 
people to live.

Case Study:  
Street Children, Jinja
In Uganda we run a unique project:  
Trees for Integration.
Working with local organization SALVE International, 
we run tree-planting workshops with homeless 
street children. We also work to raise awareness 
about life on the streets and about food security.

An estimated 10,000 children are homeless in 
Uganda. Some flee homes to escape abuse and 
some may be forced on to the streets because their 
parents can no longer afford to feed them. Homeless 
children in Uganda are heavily stigmatised – beaten, 
abused and marginalised from society.

At our workshops, street children learn how to plant 
fruit trees and get to have fun and play with children 
of their own age. We also run interactive workshops 
in schools to tell people about life on the streets and 
how important it is to protect their environment.

This year we’re planting 2,000 fruit trees in the 
grounds of 10 schools in Jinja District. These trees 
will give street children and the school community a 
source of healthy, nutritious fruit.

Did you know…
Once planted a grafted apple tree takes three years 
to reach maturity and start to fruit.

A mature tree can produce up to 35 kilos of fruit in 
a single harvest

A kilo of fruit typically sells for around 70birr 
(about £2.40p). This means if all fruit was sold a 
single tree could generate up to 2450 Ethiopian 
Birr (£78) a year. 

The average Ethiopian earns around £230 a year 
so fruit sales from one tree could provide 34% of 
their annual income.

28% of the population 
survives on less than $1.25 
a day (that’s 77p to you and 

I, the price of a chocolate 
bar). Many families here 

struggle to buy staple foods 
let alone fresh fruit.

A third of all children 
living in Uganda are 

stunted, which means 
they cannot grow to their 
full size. This is the result 

of not having access to 
enough of the right types 

of food  
(FAO, 2011).

1/3 28%

  Fruit trees are vital for the environment and produce a source of vitamin-rich food. I took part in the 
tree planting at Kiira Primary School because I want the pupils to eat the fruit when they grow up. Tree planting 
gives people money so they can buy food, clothes, water. Some families have managed to pay school fees for 
their children from selling fruits from trees planted.
Kintu Isima, 14 years old, living on the street in Jinja

Giving families in Addis access to affordable fruit

Over the last year, Oliver Wyman Management 
Consultancy worked with us on a strategic review 
of our international programme and won the 
Pro Bono Management Consultancy Award for 
its work. With their help we have analysed the 
impact of our work and pinpointed where we 
want to work in the future.

Workshops are all about fun as well as learning



08 09

The story of Rotherfield Primary
In 2009 Rotherfield Primary School in Islington came 
to talk to us. They faced many of the typical problems 
of inner-city schools. They had a barren tarmac space 
outside and pupils who had little access to nature. 

Two years on, and that barren space is now an “Edible 
Playground” where children grow their own fruit 
and vegetables. It’s an important learning resource, 
it gets the children out in the fresh air and provides 
them with good, fresh produce that they harvest and 
cook themselves.

We didn’t stop there. We put Rotherfield Primary 
in touch with Jamie Oliver’s Food Foundation, who 
worked with the school to build a new kitchen 
classroom and integrate cooking and eating healthy 
food into the school.

Rotherfield Primary is now the second most improved 
school in the borough of Islington, based on its 
attendance record and it has also seen its academic 
results soar.

There are now 20 Edible Playgrounds in schools 
across the UK and Rotherfield has become the 
showcase site for our work to inspire other schools.  

Edible Playgrounds
Helping children to grow and eat good food
In 2000 we started planting fruit and nut trees in schools. It had a modest beginning – we wanted to give children a 
chance to get up close to nature, get their hands dirty and grow their own food. 

For many children who live in the city, food is something you buy in a packet or a tin from the supermarket, not 
something that comes from the ground. Some of the children we’ve met had never even seen a worm before.

We had no idea when we started out just how successful this scheme would become,     
or how life-changing it could be for the children involved.

  Most of our youngsters live in high-density housing with a balcony as their only outside space.  
Having an Edible Playground has transformed their lives and their entire urban experience, by this daily  
contact with nature.
Richard Hunter, head teacher at Rotherfield School 

Growing by itself: introducing the idea
The next step is to help as many schools as possible 
to grow their own Edible Playgrounds. We now have 
10 years’ experience of working with schools on 
developing Edible Playgrounds, and we are creating 
“hub” schools for other local schools to learn from and 
share resources. 

The brilliant thing about this model is that it is self-
sustaining and reaches more schools, more quickly and 
more efficiently. We are running a pilot programme 
in 10 schools in Tower Hamlets, with St Paul’s Primary 
School as the hub school. Its Edible playground will be a 
resource that can be used by these 10 other schools in 
the area.  

This way we help other schools create their own Edible 
Playgrounds, but with practical support whenever they 
need it from the Trees for Cities’ team and learning from 
a hub school such as Rotherfield or St Paul’s.

We were awarded a Local Food grant in 2011. With this, 
we created 20 new food growing spaces in 10 cities in 
school playgrounds, housing estates, parks and other 
community spaces, which has helped people to grow 
their own food locally.  

We’re getting more support…
We are delighted that 
Clifford Chance is a 
supporting partner of the 
pilot ‘sow and grow’ Edible 
Playground programme.  
Trees for Cities is also 
officially a new Charity 
Partner with Marsh UK. This is a three-year 
partnership (2013-16) and we look forward to 
inviting lots of Marsh employees to volunteer with 
us to create Edible Playgrounds in Tower Hamlets.

After

  Growing things outdoors is better than 
playing video games.
8-year-old pupil from Rotherfield Primary School

WE’RE A WINNER!

Great news: we were a finalist for the FT-

Citi Ingenuity Awards:  Urban Ideas in Action 

programme for our Edible Playgrounds project.  

The awards recognise individuals, teams, 

organisations and community groups that have 

developed groundbreaking solutions to urban 

challenges that benefit cities, citizens and urban 

communities.

Before



10 11

Finance Report

Statement of Financial Activities for the year ended 31st March 2013

Balance Sheet as at 31st March 2013

These summarised accounts have been extracted from the full audited accounts. To obtain a copy of the full audited accounts, 
please contact Trees for Cities’ Finance Director,  Andrew Collins at andrew@treesforcities.org or on 020 7820 4425.

Unrestricted 
funds

  £

Designated 
funds 

   £

Restricted 
funds 

     £

Total  
2013 

£

Total 
2012 

£

Incoming resources
Incoming resources from generated funds
Voluntary Income - Donations
Activities for generating funds
Investment income - Interest receivable

88,737
109,463 

397

-
-
-

17,068
321,414

-

105,805
430,877

397

110,857
412,360

383

198,597 - 338,482 537,079 523,600

Incoming resources from charitable activities 
Community greening projects:    
-  London
-  Other UK cities
-  International
Vocational training
Campaigning and awareness

49,362
-
-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-

400,507
235,298

22,000
159,690

-

449,869
235,298

22,000
159,690

-

683,492
124,728

53,318
317,104

-

Total incoming resources 247,959 - 1,155,977 1,403,936 1,702,242

Resources expended
Costs of generating funds 193,414 - - 193,414 209,295

Charitable activities
Community greening projects:   
 -  London
-  Other UK cities
-  International
Vocational training
Campaigning and awareness

80,132
-
-
-

9,368

-
-
-
-
-

618,272
249,128

83,124
205,453

-

698,404
249,128

83,124
205,453

9,368

754,889
242,371

82,276
348,498

9,433

Total charitable expenditure 89,500 - 1,155,977 1,245,477 1,437,467

Governance costs 51,856 - 51,856 51,179

Total resources expended 334,770 1,155,977 1,490,747 1,697,941

Net incoming (outgoing) resources 
before transfers
Transfers between funds
Impairment of investments

(86,811)

68,500
-

-

(68,500)
-

-

-
-

(86,811)

-
-

4,301

-
(98)

Net income for the year/
Net movement in funds (18,311) (68,500) - (86,811) 4,203

Fund balances at 1 April 2012 483,584 68,500 - 552,084 547,881

Fund balances at 31 March 2013 465,273 - - 465,273 552,084

Income by Source
Year ended  

31st March 2013

28% 25%

5%

9%

1%

15%

17%

          2013 
                £

          2013 
                £   

        2012 
                £

         2012 
                £

Fixed assets
Tangible assets
Investments

24,390
2

31,425
2

24,392 31,427

Current assets
Stocks
Debtors
Cash at bank and in hand

781
493,389

54,859

781
377,785
355,138

549,029 733,704

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year (108,148) (213,047)

Net current assets 440,881 520,657

Total assets less current liabilities 465,273 552,084

Income funds
Unrestricted funds: 
Designated funds

Other charitable funds

-

465,273

68,500

483,584

Total funds 465,273 552,084

Central Government

Lottery

Trusts and Foundations

Individuals

Business

Landfill Communities Fund

Local Government

Bankers:

The Co-operative Bank   
P.O. Box 250   

Delf House   
Skelmersdale   

WN8 6WT

Virgin Money plc  
Jubilee House  

Gosforth  
Newcastle upon Tyne   

NE3 4PL

Auditors:

Russell New Limited 
The Courtyard 

Shoreham Road 
Upper Beeding 

Steyning 
West Sussex 

BN44 3TN
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AFME (Associated Financial 
Markets of Europe)

Aim High Ltd

Aimia

As Nature Intended

Aspire Global Network

Barclays Bank

BPR Group (Paper Round)

Charities Advisory Trust (‘Good Gifts’)

CHK Charities Limited

Christchurch Primary School

City of London Festival

Clark Bradbury Charitable Trust

Clarkslegal LLP 

Clifford Chance/ 
Compass Group 

Community Foundation, Tyne & Weir and 
Northumberland

CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

Cubitt Town Junior School

Dainippon Sumitomo Pharma Europe Ltd

Department of Energy and Climate 
Change (DECC)

Environmental Media Solutions

Ernst & Young LLP

Excel Group Services

Firmdale Hotels

Friends of Clapham Common

Giveacar Scheme

Glenn Elliott 

Goldman Sachs International

Grazia Magazine

Greater London Authority

GreaterGood.org

Green Rewards

GreenZone Cleaning and Support Services

Hampstead, Wells and Campden Trust

Hasson Associates Recruitment Ltd

Help a Capital Child (HACC) -  
Capital Radio

Herbert SmithFreehills LLP

Holy Family RC Primary School

HSBC Group

Hugh Symons Charitable Trust

HYCO Manufacturing Limited

Hyde Housing

Ignite Europe Limited

Imagination

InterContinental London Park Lane

J Coller Foundation

Johnson Matthey PLC

Johnson Wax

Kay, Olivia Mrs

Langdon Park School

Leathersellers Company Charitable Fund

Limoges Charitable Trust

Lions Club of Fairlop

Living Streets

Logica UK Ltd

London Borough of Redbridge

London Farmers Market Ltd

L’Oreal UK Ltd 

Manor Field Primary School

Marsh and McLennan Companies Inc.

Moor Hall Hotel

Mount Stewart Junior School

News International

Oliver Wyman

Optimise

Pernod-Ricard UK Ltd

PHA Media

Poplar-HARCA

Radisson Blu Edwardian

Rotherfield Primary School

Sir James Knott Trust

Size of Wales

Southwark Council

Tesco Charity Trust

Thames Water Utilities Ltd

The Community Foundation

The Galanthus Trust

The Goldsmiths’ Company Charity

The Gunter Charitable Trust

The Harry Bottom  
Charitable Trust

The Jephcott Charitable Trust

The Joicey Trust

The London Society

The Nicolas Bacon Charitable Trust

The Panton Trust

The Peter Minet Trust

The Positive Action  
BVI Charitable Trust

The Rufford Foundation

The Samuel Storey Family  
Charitable Trust

The Shanly Foundation

The Walt Disney Company

Viridian Nutrition 
(Charity Donation Program)

Viridor Waste Management

Washstation

Sponsor and Donors
Thank you to all our sponsors and donors. It is your enthusiasm, passion and commitment for our cause that 
enables the charity to plant trees in the ground, create social cohesion and beautify our cities.

Supporters over £500
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How You Can Help
As an independent charity, Trees for Cities relies on the generosity of our supporters for all the work we do.

You can support us in a number of ways:

Sponsor a Tree or an Edible Playground – Give regularly to help plant and care for trees in 
our cities or to help children in inner cities learn how to grow and eat good food.

Volunteer – Come and help us plant, get stuck in and help us complete our ambitious 
projects. Or join our training course and discover a whole new green career.

Join Team Trees – Run, walk, cycle or trek to raise money for Trees for Cities. We offer a 
variety of fundraising and challenge events, over a variety of distances, including the London 
Marathon, Bupa 10km, Nightrider cycle challenge and off trail runs and treks around the UK.

Turn your Tax into Trees – Payroll giving is a simple and very effective way to make regular 
donations straight from your salary or pension. Because your donation is taken before 
Income tax is deducted, it is worth even more to us and it’s cheaper for you because   
it’s tax free.

Carbon Trees – Offset your personal carbon emissions or have your company’s emissions 
assessed and offset.

Recycle your old things – Recycle your mobile phones, inkjets, laser or toner cartridges and 
raise money for us.

Easyfundraising.org.uk – Shop online from over 2,700 retailers and they’ll give a donation 
to Trees for Cities every time you buy something, at no extra cost to you.

Feastenders – Keeping up our heritage of parties, this year we swapped the dance floor for 
the dining table and held our first pop-lar up restaurant at the Arch Gallery in Shoreditch. 
Look out for our next evening fundraiser.

Call Trees for Cities on 020 7587 1320 or email info@treesforcities.org for more information on how you   
can get involved.

Thanks For Your Support
A big thank you to all our wonderful individual supporters. Your support has helped us plant 500,000 trees 
which are enjoyed by local communities across the UK and internationally.
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Messages From Our Patrons
  I’m proud to be a Founding Patron of Trees for Cities. 500,000 trees have been  

planted since the charity was set up some 20 years ago. Trees make cities more beautiful, 
improve the quality of our lives and help to reduce CO2. With your help we can really make   
a difference. 

Sir Richard Rogers – Architect and Founding Patron of Trees for Cities

  Trees for Cities’ work has always been about trees and people. Trees are brilliant at 
bringing people of all ages, and from all walks of life, together to plan new landscapes and 
plant out trees that will be enjoyed for the next 20 years and potentially 20 generations! The 
Victorians were wonderfully far-sighted when it came to trees… let us strive to be as bold. 
Trees for Cities’ work has never been more needed and I would encourage you to join me in 
supporting this fantastic charity and get involved. 

Neil “Doctor” Fox – Broadcast legend and Trees for Cities Ambassador

  Trees for Cities is a tree-mendous way for people to get involved in planting, learning 
about, learning to appreciate and learning to love urban trees.

Future generations will never forgive us if we just sit back and let our city trees disappear. They 
bring so much aesthetic pleasure to people, provide habitat for birds, and give us much needed 
shade and shelter as well as gulping down more than their share of carbon dioxide.

I would urge anyone to think about what they can do to support the charity and keep our cities 
green and healthy. 

Alistair McGowan – Impressionist

  I am delighted that I and Festival Republic supported Trees for Cities to get tree planting 
underway in both Leeds and Reading and overseas in East Africa. As a business there are a 
number of ways you can meet your responsibilities to the environment, so do pick up the 
phone and speak to the team at Trees for Cities. 

Melvin Benn – CEO of Festival Republic

  Trees for Cities’ Edible Playground initiative is really exciting. It gives kids the opportunity 
to get outdoors and get their hands dirty growing fruit and vegetables. I’m pleased to support 
this great project by providing ideas on what the kids can cook with the fruit and veg they have 
grown. Please support Trees for Cities so that they can continue to create Edible Playgrounds in 
our schools. 

Jamie Oliver – Chef

  Over the past 8 years I have had the pleasure of giving talks to horticultural trainees 
at Trees for Cities. I’ve seen the incredible work they do training people who are long-term 
unemployed or who have had issues with drugs or alcohol. Their training courses give people 
the opportunity to change their lives by giving them a sense of purpose, build their confidence 
and help them get into work. 

Chris Collins – Horticulturalist and TV Presenter

  Trees for Cities has already done a lot to green our cities. I’m proud of what they have 
achieved already, but with your help, we could still do more. 

Jon Snow – ITN Presenter

  Trees for Cities’ Edible Playgrounds is a fantastic initiative, helping children learn how to 
grow and eat good food. I am delighted to have been involved in this initiative from the start – 
supporting it and seeing how the charity has successfully delivered Edible Playgrounds across 
the country.  I am acutely aware of why we need more Edible Playgrounds in schools – children 
disconnected from nature, not understanding where their food comes from; poor diets lacking 
fresh vegetables and fruits but laden with fats and sugar; and the disintegration of the family 
or communal meal, where cooking, serving and eating create our first experiences of a civilised 
society. Edible Playgrounds is a way to encourage, involve and educate children at an early age 
– helping them make healthier choices which stays with them in their adult lives. I urge you to 
join me in supporting this initiative. 

Leslie Tobin Bacon – The Nicholas Bacon Charitable Trust
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20 Tree-mendous Years
500,000 TREES 
65,000 VOLUNTEERS 
28 CITIES WORLDWIDE

And we celebrated in style... 
Trees for Cities joined forces with the City of London Festival to 
celebrate London’s unique tree heritage and delivered a programme  
of tree-related, community engagement activities.

Mobile Orchard
Trees for Cities and The City of London Festival worked with atmos studio 
to create a ‘Mobile Orchard’ sculpture. 

The Mobile Orchard sculpture was the centrepiece of the City of London 
Festival 2013 outdoor programme. It took the form of one large sculptural 
tree and root in a number of public spaces around the Square Mile during 
the Festival. 

We are now the proud owner of the sculpture, which is available for hire. 
For more information, please contact Rachel@treesforcities.org

The Blue Trees
We worked with international artist, Konstantin Dimopoulos and the 
City of London Corporation to create The Blue Trees environmental art 
installation. Trees at Festival Gardens, by St Paul’s Cathedral, Devonshire 
Square and Aldermanbury Square were coloured blue to make people stop 
and notice them as they are often taken for granted.

A biologically-safe, water-based colourant that had been specifically developed 
for this project was used.

The Blue Trees in London and the Mobile Orchard were  
supported by Bloomberg.


